CHAPTER XVI

'THE preceding chapter will have demonstrated the pro-
digious attraction of Mrs. Siddons. For three seasons
together she had delighted the town by the repetition of a
limited number of our tragedies, of which, to say the truth,
she was not only the first, but the sole moving principle.
It should also be remembered, not in the estimate of her
attraction, but her utility, that all her success had been
attended with no expense to the theatre. Scenery, dress,
decoration of every kind were reserved for Christmas pro-
digalities ; and the legitimate drama in those days, it was
thought, might be kept alive by the pathos or the humour
of the performer. The comic strength of the Drury Lane
company was unquestionably at this time as complete and
perfect a force as could be formed by skill, or kept together
by kindness; but the great receipts of the season were con-
stantly numbered by the nights of Mrs. Siddons and tragedy.
When so much is thus attributed to Mrs. Siddons, it
should be stated that the time was not arrived to give her
the best aid of her brother, Mr.-Kern-hie. That great
actor had appeared when the fires of a proud idolatry blazed
brightly upon the altars erected to the genius of Garrick,
he had to make way for a style of acting essentially original,
striking, and learned, but bearing the marks of labour too
sensibly in its early exertions. Smith held the first rank in
the theatre, and, having a host of powerful friends, retained,
even in tragedy, every character which he had been accus-
tomed to play. In the lovers of tragedy Brereton, by much
bustle, and a greater show of emotion, was commonly
thought no mean successor of the persuasive Barry. The
very studies of Kemble were objected to him as defects,